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Summary Report  

3rd CUHK International Symposium on Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine 

 

The 3rd CUHK International Symposium on Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine has 

been successfully held at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Postgraduate Education Centre, 

Prince of Wales Hospital on 11-11 November 2013.  The symposium was co-sponsored by 

Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology, CUHK; Stem Cells and Regeneration Theme, 

School of Biomedical Sciences, CUHK; The Stem Cells and Regeneration Center, CUHK; SMART 

program, Institute of Innovative Medicine, CUHK; Key Laboratory for Regenerative Medicine 

(Jinan University-CUHK), Ministry of Education, PR China. There were 41 invited speakers from 

USA: Stanford University; University of Pittsburg; Brown University Medical School; Johns 

Hopkins University; University of Alabama at Birmingham; Europe: Karolinska Institute, Sweden; 

AO Research Institute Davos, Switzerland and Utrecht University, The Netherlands; National 

University of Singapore, Singapore; University of Western Australia, Australia; the mainland 

institutions include: Zhejiang University; Shanghai Jiaotong University; Jilin University; Jinan 

University; Shenzhen University Medical School and Guangdong Medical College; Hong Kong 

local universities include: University of Hong Kong; Hong Kong University of Science and 

Technology and Hong Kong Baptist University.  There were 16 colleagues from School of 

Biomedical Sciences; School of Mechanical Engineering; Department of Orthopaedics and 

Traumatology; Department of O&B as guest speakers.  There were over 300 people attended the 

meeting.   

 

 

 

The first day of the meeting started with state of the art lectures on iPS technology given by Prof. 

Tim Towns from University of Alabama; followed by thought provoking talks given by Prof. Xu 

Cao of John Hopkins University and Prof. Gang Li of ORT-CUHK.   The opening ceremony was 

attended by Prof. Fanny Cheung, PVC, CUHK; Prof. Francis Chan, the Dean of Faculty of 

Medicine, CUHK; Prof. Chan Wai-Yee, Director of School of Biomedical Sciences; Prof. Kai-Ming 
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Chan, Director of SMART Program, IIM-CUHK; Prof. Jack Cheng, Chairman of ORT-CUHK, and 

Prof. Cai Dong-Qing, Co-Director of Key Laboratory for Regenerative Medicine (Jinan 

University-CUHK), Ministry of Education, all of them addressed the audiences warmly at the 

opening ceremony.  All the participants agree to join the Musculoskeletal Regeneration Network 

led by CUHK.  

 
Following the ceremony, we had our keynote speaker Prof. Rocky Tuan to address the audience 

with the title “New frontiers of skeletal regeneration: stem cells, extracellular matrix and 

biomaterial scaffolds”, and the talk was well received with attendance of over 300 people.  

 

The 2
nd

 day of the symposium continued in the Postgraduate Education Centre, Prince of Wales 

Hospital.  The program has two parallel sections on two main themes: musculoskeletal 

regeneration and general technological advancement of stem cell biology.  Over 200 people 

attended with more than 40 invited speakers from USA, Australia, Sweden, Singapore, mainland 

China, UST, HKU, Baptist University and CUHK gave stimulating talks.  The highlight of the 2
nd

 

day was the free paper section, where 8 free papers mostly from CUHK postgraduate students, after 

intense competition, the 6 judges have selected two first prize papers to Ms. Liu Yang and Ms. Y 

Shu, from Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology and School of Biomedical Sciences, 

CUHK, respectively.    

 

The symposium was successfully concluded after 2 days intense scientific discussions and 

exchanges, and the organizing committee has received overwhelming good feedbacks from many 

participants and faculty speakers.  This symposium has now become a regional icon for stem cell 

biology and regenerative medicine in Hong Kong and China.  The 4th CUHK International 

Symposium on Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine will be held on 17-18 November 

2014, in Hong Kong, with guest of speaker Prof. Shinya Yamanaka, the 2012 Nobel Prize winner in 

Physiology or Medicine.  

 

Prof. Li Gang 

Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology / School of Biomedical Sciences, CUHK   
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Attachments: Meeting program at a glance 
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